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To the Editor, Trenton Times: 

This fall, New Jersey voters have the opportunity to preserve more open space, preserve more farmland, create and upgrade more community parks, all without spending any additional dollars.

How is that possible? First, some history.  In 1998, New Jersey voters approved dedicating funding for open space preservation.  The state has been able to use that dedicated funding to support bonds that fund the tremendously successful Green Acres program.

Now, in 2003, interest rates are significantly lower than they were in 1998.  As a result, the state can issue more bonds without needing any additional funds to pay off those bonds.  

This is the same principle that many homeowners have used when they refinanced their homes and obtained additional funds without increasing their mortgage payments.  In essence, New Jersey is seeking to refinance its open space program the same way millions of homeowners have refinanced their homes.

So, when New Jersey voters go to the polls on November 4, Public Question No. 1 will ask them if they wish to raise the bonding cap on the state’s open space program by $150 million.  It is critical that voters respond by voting “Yes.” 

Despite the success of the Green Acres program, New Jersey remains in a race for open space.  Although thousands of acres of open space and farmland have been preserved, and hundreds of community parks have been upgraded, New Jersey’s open spaces continue to be threatened by sprawl.  The state’s older communities continue to struggle to maintain a quality of life for their residents.

Public Question No. 1 would help to address those concerns.  By supplying an extra $150 million for open space, farmland and community park projects, voters can help New Jersey win the race for open space.  That race is one with very real consequences for New Jersey and its citizens.

Community parks in New Jersey’s cities and towns play a key role in the quality of life in those municipalities.  Moreover, research shows that places to play are tremendously important in the development of children.  Approving Public Question No. 1 would help community parks contribute to the revitalization of New Jersey’s communities and help reduce development pressures on open space in rural areas around the state.  The accomplishments of local non-profits like Isles, Inc. demonstrate the important role which community parks can play in the revitalization of urban areas. 

Public Question No. 1 also makes good financial sense for New Jersey’s local taxpayers.  Voters in hundreds of the state’s municipalities and nearly every county have approved local open space preservation funds.  Increasing available state funding available will enable those communities to better leverage their own funds, protecting more land and creating more parks at a lower cost to local taxpayers.  Passage of Public Question No. 1 would also help New Jersey’s congressional representatives make the case for more federal open space funds for the state.

Because Public Question No. 1 will benefit communities throughout New Jersey, environmental groups, agricultural organizations, park advocates and community development groups have joined together to form the non-profit, non-partisan Coalition for Conservation.  The Coalition for Conservation, along with elected officials of both parties from around the state, are urging New Jersey voters to support Public Question No. 1.

The opportunity to protect more open space and farmland and to create more community parks at no cost to the taxpayer doesn’t come around very often.  New Jersey voters should take advantage of this opportunity and vote “Yes” on Public Question No. 1.
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